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SAIL A HERON!

Congratulations to National Champions
Kylie and Mia Vaiciurgis in 10298
2 Flamingos Dancing.

Presented with the Silver Heron trophy for the second time,
Kylie and Mia had previously won the national title in 2023. They
won again resoundingly in eight races at Wangi, Lake Macquarie
NSW in January 2026.

In this issue you will find a blow by blow Nationals Race Report,
a message from the President including notes from the meeting
of members at the Nationals and fantastic photos of all the
action.

Congratulations to Chris Denman and the NSW Heron
Association on a fantastic National Champions at Wangi, Lake
Macquarie. Great sailing and, as always, a fun Heron social
program made for a very successful regatta.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcome to all Heroners to the first
Newsletter for 2026.

Firstly, congratulations to Kylie and Mia V for
another dominant performance in winning the
Heron National Championships earlier this year.
Kylie and Mia were pushed hard but were simply
too consistent, prevailing with a fabulous
display of regatta sailing. Well done Kylie and
Mia — you are absolutely amazing!

Congratulations also to the NSW organising
committee and the team at Wangi Amateur
Sailing Club — and what a fantastic place for a
National Titles regatta. Like most regattas, it
often falls to a small number of individuals to
carry a significant share of the organisational
workload, and | think we can all agree that Chris
and Chelsea Denman put an enormous amount
of effort and heart into making the event a truly
amazing experience for everyone. Thank you,
Chris and Chelsea!
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As always, we took the opportunity during the
Nationals to hold our Annual Meeting of
Members. The purpose of this meeting is to
provide members with an opportunity to
discuss the health and future of the class.

This year, the conversation was dominated by
ideas from the Measurement Committee
regarding the size of windows in the jib and
genoa, and the safety benefits of ensuring
adequate visibility. It was resolved that the
Measurement Committee would review this
matter and come back to members with a
recommendation for a by-law change. Once
circulated, the proposal will be available for
members to review and comment on ahead of
any vote, in accordance with our constitution.

The second major topic of the meeting centred
on the success of the genoa within the class,
and how this change has proven effective in
allowing a heavier crew combination to compete
on a more equal basis.
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10255 Unleashed sailed by Tristan Davis and Claire Cabuil at
the 65" Heron Nationals Wangi Wangi Lake Macquarie 2026

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the lands on which we walk and

_~" waters on which we sail. We recognise their continuing connection to the land, water, culture *

and community. We pay tribute to all of those who have nurtured the sea, rivers, lakes and
streams over many thousand of years. May we sail gently and respectfully upon these Waters

—

We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerglng
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

What was most important for the class was
ensuring that sufficient time was taken to
achieve equality of outcomes, so that we
didn’t end up with different “divisions” within
the fleet. We all agreed that the genoa has
achieved this and has been an outstanding
success. Well done to all those involved in its
conception!

Peter V then proposed that the class begin
considering whether a third, or even fourth,
jib size might be introduced to cater for
additional crew weight options. Members
were generally supportive of this idea, with
the clear proviso that the principles of
equality that proved so successful with the
genoa must also apply to any further sail
options. Perhaps we can continue this
discussion with a short session at this year’s
AGM and see where the idea leads.

Other topics discussed included the
availability of good second-hand boats and
our ability to keep track of boats through
some form of class boat register. This
continues to be a real limiting factor for the
class and is something we should keep
working on and developing ideas around.

Well, that’s enough from me. | hope you are
all enjoying the post-New Year sailing SR N
season. For those who can make the trip, we 9988 Jawani sailed by Douglas Flemming and Kimberly Nguyen
would love to see you at the Coffs Harbour
Sprint Regatta on 25-26 April, and then at
the Queensland State Championships being
held at Lake Cootharaba on the weekend of
2-3 May. And of course, the next Nationals
will be held at Lake Cootharaba in January e
2027, so this is a great opportunity to get

some local practice! e

Sail well, and as always, see you on the water. /| 'Zj ]
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Justin Carey B,

SAIL A HERON!

9671 Little Aussie




SAIL A HERON!

The 65 Nationals started somewhat ominously
on Sunday 4™ of January, with many
competitors arriving at Wangi Wangi RSL Sailing
Club on Lake Macquarie in the middle of a fierce
storm, complete with lightning, thunder and a
torrential downpour. Fortunately, this was not
to be a portent for the series, which
commenced the following afternoon and was
sailed with a range of beautiful sailing breezes

and warm weather. e e o R
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Boats gathered from hosting state NSW, as well 10272 O for Awesome sailed by Paul Armstrong and
as Queensland, South Australia, ACT and Claire Harris (three years old)

Tasmania. On display was the full range of crews
that the Heron ‘family’ class is known for. There
were sailors from 3 years of age to 83, family
combinations with parents and children,
husbands and wives, siblings, teenage
combinations, great friends, newcomers and old
hands of the class.

Similarly, there was a huge variety of boats. Alan
and Luke Takacs successfully raced one of the
oldest boats sailed in a Nationals for many
years, with the recently rebuilt 3920 performing
exceptionally well. There were also
professionally built timber boats, Mark 1 and S e
Mark 2 fibreglass boats, home built timber 3920 Sir Old Tacker sailéa t;y"Allah é‘h‘d Luke Takaés
boats, framed hulls and stitch and glue =
versions, along with refurbished older boats,

some of which were over 40 years old. In the

sail plans, we also saw standard jibs and genoas.




The most extraordinary thing about all
these versions of Herons was that the
racing on the water was extremely close,
suggesting little difference between choice
of boat. This is surely testimony to how the
class has regulated itself over a long period
of time to give people choice and allowing
appropriate development, while still
maintaining the integrity of the racing.

Despite a hand injury, which unfortunately
excluded Peter Vaicurgis from the racing,
the Measurement Team under his direction
efficiently weighed boats, completed
checklists and stamped (stickered) sails,
over Sunday and Monday morning, with no
major problems reported. The fleet was
now ready for the shakedown races on
Monday afternoon.

There was some concern that the clearly ‘B’
Certificate Heron being sailed at
lunchtimes and after races by Shane
Greaves might have an unfair advantage if
raced, but to his credit, he stuck with
‘Forever Young’ and left the Rainbow
ashore to be admired instead!

Racing started on Monday with the
Invitation Race followed by the ever-
popular annual Crews Race, which gives
those up front the chance to showcase
their skills. There were some ‘unkind’
comments after the race about the
standard of for’ard hand work evident, but
there were also a number of new skippers
unleashed who showed they have plenty of
talent and have learnt a lot about racing
whilst sitting ‘up front’.




5805 HazJam sailed by Jemima Carey and Harriet Buckley

Junior Champions 10289 Flo sailed by Finnagan Savage and Joel
Vaiciurgis

The weather throughout the regatta was
perfect, with a bit of everything. The
strongest breeze for the series came up in
Heat 7 (around 18-20 knots). Crew work was
more critical than ever, with a couple of
crews taking a spill at the gybe mark. The
sighting of a large dorsal fin twice during
the race made the crew of ‘Dynamite Jack’
commit to the fastest water exit ever seen
in the event of any capsize!

Overall, the racing was characterized by
close, spirited, but fair racing. Whilst the
hotly contested starts lead to a number of
general recalls and a couple of black flags,
there was generally a minimum of on water
incidents, with many boats exonerating
themselves on the water, with very few
needing resolution ashore.

Sincere thanks should be extended to the
Wangi Club teams, whose friendly and
skilled volunteers ran a truly professional
series, where friendly racing and good
company could flourish. To the PRO Tony
Outteridge and his team of race officials
and rescue boat crews, a very warm thank
you for the many hours you dedicated to
host such a terrific series for us. To those
who ran the Canteen and managed onshore
operations, a similar heartfelt thanks is
due.

SAIL A HERON!



To the NSW Heron Association Executive,
congratulations and thanks also for the huge
amount of work that went into making this
series the great success that it was. Special
thanks must go to the indefatigable Chris
Denman and his daughter Chelsea, in the
middle of moving to Coffs Harbour,
changing job and school, while also being
able to take the lead in the day to day
running of the series (as well as competing),
you deserve our heartfelt thanks (and a
good rest!).

The series concluded with a fitting
Presentation dinner at the Wangi RSL, where
we were honoured with the presence of Life
Members Joy Gough, Don Jamieson and
John Veale - Indeed Joy gave a spirited
address celebrating the success of female
crews, calling for a group photo! Indeed, this
is now the third time we have had the
Nationals won by a female skipper and the
second time it has been done by an all-
female crew.

Finally, congratulations to National
Champions Kylie and Mia Vaicurgis, truly
fitting winners, and to all the crews who
participated. See you at Lake Cootharaba
next year!

Anthony Morgan
9753 DYNAMITE JACK







Off the water, Heroners enjoyed a fabulous
social program including a welcome BBQ,
daily prize presentations and hilarious
callouts for on water mishaps. The pizza
night and annual shenanigans of Heron Idol
was another social highlight. This year was
a mix of crazy acts and real talent.

The Presentation dinner was held at the
Wangi RSL. Heron legend and 10 time
National Champion, Don Jamieson,
awarded the Invitation race trophy and
spoke of his enjoyment and love of sailing
and his hopes for the future of the Heron
class.

John Veale, Heron Life Member and past
National Treasurer, awarded the Junior
trophy. Joy Gough, Life member and
former National Secretary and Heron
Newsletter Editor awarded the Ladies
Trophy and Helen Carey presented the
National Championship trophy and
placegetters.




65th Heron Nationals

First Overall: 10298 2 Flamingos Dancing Kylie and Mia Vaiciurgis NSW

Second Overall: 10365 Chicken Dinner David Johnson and Timothy Harvey NSW
Third Overall: 10365 O for Awesome Paul Armstrong and Claire Harris NSW
Fourth Overall: 10167 Beached Az Joel Harrigan and Penny Harrigan NSW

Fifth Overall: 10353 Wise Old Owl Greg Harris and Olivia Harris NSW

Sixth Overall: 10280 Little Miss Magic Justin Carey and Kate Carey QLD

First Lady Skipper: 10298 2 Flamingos Dancing Kylie and Mia Vaiciurgis NSW
Second Lady Skipper: 10251 A Power Elyce Gresty and Saige Gresty NSW
First Junior Skipper and Crew: 10289 Flo Finnagan Savage and Joel Vaiciurgis NSW

First Handicap: 10264 Maritimo Michael Spies and Teegan Mitchel QLD
Second Handicap: 10362 Topsy Chris Sacre and Archie SacreNSW
Third Handicap: 10289 Flo Finnagan Savage and Joel Vaiciurgis NSW

First Veteran Skipper*: 10119 Blue Steal Scott Jamieson and Robert Jamieson NSW

First Spouse team*: 10299 Aloha Ryan Savage and April Savage NSW

Heavyweight: 10194 Nan Brett Buckley and Amanda Kennedy QLD

Family Skipper & Crew 1st*: 10288 She Said Yes James Gough and Becky Gough NSW
Family Skipper & Crew 2nd*: 10140 Piranhas Don’t Eat Bananas Shannon and Imogen Corbett
Novice: 10294 Boolong Francesca Orchard-Hills and Heidi Mortimer NSW

Last boat completing all races: 9988 Jawani Douglas Fleming and Kimberly Nguyen NSW
Sportsperson: 3920 Sir Old Tacker Allan Takacs and Luke Takacs NSW

Mid fleet: 10286 Mirabelle Aymeric Cabuil and Juliette Cabuil NSW

Invitation Race: 10365 Chicken Dinner David Johnson and Timothy Harvey NSW

Crew Race: 10280 Little Miss Magic Kate Carey and Justin Carey QLD

* - unplaced



Rank
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
Sth

Tth
8th
Sth
10th
11th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
2Tth
28th
29th
30th
st
32nd
33rd
34th
35th
36th
3Tth
38th
39th
40th
41st
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65th Heron Nationals

RESVLTS

Boat SailNo
2 Flamingos Dancing 10298
Chicken Dinner 10365
O for Awesome 10272
Beached Az 10167
Wise old Owl 10353
Little Miss Magic 10280
Aloha 10299
Maritimo 10264
Blue Steal 10119
She Said Yes 10288
Eos 7801
Pirahas Dont Eat Bananas 10140
Topsy 10362
Sublime 9983
Millennium Falcon 10283
Flo 10289
A power 10251
Phar Lap 9637
Nan 10194
Mirabelle 10286
Unleashed 10255
Carew 9506
sCarey 10275
Murra Ngura 10163
Mon Sequitur 10280
Hazardous Jam 5805
Blueberry 10369
Sir Old Tacker 3920
Star Wars 8292
Foraver Young 10366
Dynamite Jack 9753
Grey Peal 10252
Boolong 102
Lava Gir 10356
Blue Pearl 10270
Hooray For Birds 10359
Dunvegan 9763
Popeye 10127
Heny Penny 9254
Jawani 9988
Amazing Grace 10364

Club
CHYC
NLSC
NLSC
CHYC
NLSC
SBSC
CHYC
SYC
NLSC
NLSC
PRSC
TASC
NLSC
NLSC
SLMASC
CHYC
BBSC
SLMASC
DPSS
NLSC
NLSC
SBSC
SBSC
NLSC
YMCA
SBSC
CRSC
CRSC
sYC
CRSC
MBYC
PHOSC
CHYC
CHYC
CRSC
NLSC
NLSC
SBSC
CHYC
SBSC
SBSC

HelmName
Kyile Vaicurgis
David Johnson
Paul Armstrong
Joel Harrigan
Greg Harris
Justin Carey
Ryan Savage
Michael Spies
Scott Jamieson
James Gough
Neil Burford
Shannon Corbett
Chris Sacre
Andrew Campbell
Paul Foster
Finnagan Savage
Elyce Grasty
Ross Hansen
Brett Buckely
Aymeric Cabuil
Tristan Davis
Nicole Breadsell
Chris Caray

Liz Gough

Chris Sant
Jemima Carey
Max Phillps
Allan Takacs
Norman Waugh
Shane Greaves
Anthony Morgan
Keith Mclntosh
Francesca Orchard-Hills
Chris Denman
Justin Chan
Henry Johnson
Stephen Macleod
Robert Preston
Rhys Davies
Douglas Fleming
Peter D'Abbs

CrewName

Mia Vaiciurgis
Timothy Harvey
Claire Harris
Penny Harrigan
Olivia Harris
Kate Carey

April Savage
Teegan Mitchel
Robert Jamieson
Becky Gough
Finn Bartman
Imogen Corbett
Archie Aacre
Thea Campbell
Cathy Choi

Joel Vaiciurgis
Saige Gresty
Harvey Corbett
Amanda Kennedy
Juliette Cabuil
Claire Cabuil
Rosie Breadsell
Lisa Norris
Becky Gough
Liam Corbett
Harriet Buckley
Lunna Phillps
Luke Takacs
Oliver Waugh
Nasha Pickles
Harvey Hafer
Georgette Mcintosh
Heidi Mortimer
Chelsea Denman
Freddie Chan
Thomas Johnson
Lucas Macleod
Luke Williams
Dru Haywod
Kimberly Nguyen
Rosie D'Abbs

R1 R2
2.0 1.0
3.0 5.0
1.0 20
15.0 3.0
(42.0 BFD) 4.0
6.0 (17.0)
5.0 15.0
(42.0 BFD) 8.0
8.0 6.0
11.0 120
12.0 9.0
4.0 200
20.0 7.0
(28.0) 13.0
24.0 18.0
21.0 (25.0)
7.0 14,0
10.0 230
19.0 10.0
16.0 26.0
(31.0) 27.0
14.0 1.0
2.0 220
17.0 210
(32.0) 29.0
13.0 19.0
27.0 30.0
23.0 24.0
220 (32.0)
18.0 16.0
29.0 35.0
25.0 28.0
30.0 38.0
33.0 36.0
(37.0) 7.0
34.0 330
26.0 31.0
38.0 (39.0)
35.0 34.0
36.0 (40.0)

(42.0 DNS) 42.0 DNS

R3
3.0
20
1.0
4.0
7.0
80
9.0
15.0
(21.0)
10.0
13.0
11.0
230
19.0
6.0
18.0
20.0
5.0
14.0
240
250
26.0
(23.0)
17.0
16.0
M0
12.0
220
27.0
39.0
28.0
30.0
320
340
330
(36.0)
37.0
350
(42.0 DNS)
380
40.0

R4
1.0
2.0
11.0
5.0
18.0
4.0
13.0
10.0
9.0
(15.0)
8.0
7.0
6.0
17.0
14.0
3.0
19.0
(42.0D5Q)
20,0
(28.0)
21.0
12.0
24.0
290
16.0
(32.0)
25.0
(42.0 DNF)
26.0
220
27.0
230
(42.0 DNF)
300
31.0
36.0
35.0
34.0
33.0
7.0
42.0 DNF

RS
20
(20.0)
3.0
1.0
4.0
15.0
(24.0)
19.0
10.0
7.0
(32.0)
14.0
26.0
6.0
5.0
13.0
8.0
29.0
220
9.0
11.0
(30.0)
16.0
17.0
12.0
21.0
18.0
31.0
230
28.0
(36.0)
{42.0 DNS)
27.0
(39.0)
34.0
250
330
35.0
38.0
370
40.0

R6
40
20
{42.0 BFD)
1.0
30
17.0
6.0
5.0
7.0
80
10.0
(21.0)
(42.0 BFD)
13.0
19.0
25.0
15.0
23.0
18.0
2.0
16.0
24.0
22.0
14.0
30.0
20.0
1.0
12.0
27.0
29.0
31.0
28.0
26.0
34.0
32.0
33.0
35.0
36.0
37.0
38.0
39.0

RY
1.0

20

8.0
(17.0)
6.0

30

40

7.0

200

140

1.0

130

5.0

18.0

9.0

10.0

19.0

12,0
(42.0 DNF)
210

150

240

250
(42.0 DNS)
16.0

270

280

330

260

360

220

300

290

230

320

350
(42.0 DNS)
310

340

370

420 DNS

R8

{42.0 DNS)
10

20

6.6 RDGa
1.0

30

7.0

40

10.0

13.0

14.0

16.0

6.0

8.0

(42.0 DNS)
12.0
(21.0)

50

17.0

240

15.0

200

19.0

270

28.0

18.0
(42.0 DNS)
20

230
(42.0DSQ)
220

42.0 DNS
250

200

26,0

30.0

32,0

310

42.0 DNS
330

420 DNS

Total
56.0
37.0
70.0
526
95.0
73.0
83.0
110.0
91.0
90.0
109.0
106.0
135.0
122.0
137.0
127.0
123.0
149.0
162.0
157.0
161.0
161.0
166.0
184.0
179.0
181.0
193.0
196.0
206.0
230.0
230.0
248.0
249.0
258.0
262.0
262.0
271.0
279.0
295.0
296.0
329.0

Nett
14.0
17.0
280
356
53.0
56.0
59.0
68.0
700
75.0
77.0
85.0
93.0
94.0
95.0
102.0
102.0
107.0
120.0
129.0
130.0
131.0
137.0
142.0
147.0
149.0
151.0
154.0
174.0
188.0
194.0
208.0
207.0
219.0
225.0
226.0
229.0
240.0
253.0
256.0
287.0




FOR SALE
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HERON 10294 = §
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BOOLONG

FULLY RIGGED, ON A TROLLEY
AND READY TO WIN RACES!

$§10,000

YOUR CHANCE TO OWN THE
FABULOUS ASSOCIATION BOAT @°
WITH “SAIL A HERON' DECAL.

5 ‘

CONTACT JUSTIN CAREY
(0455 068 101)

10294 Boolong sailed by Francesca Orchard-Hills and Heidi Mortimer
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HERON RACING CALENDAR
2026-21 REGATTAS /|

SAIL A HERON!
To keep us all aware of racing opportunities and to assist with
planning sailing holidays here is a national calendar of upcoming
events. Please send any dates or even tentative dates for regattas in
your area and we can let the wider Heron sailing community know.
Send dates and regatta details to the newsletter editor
katedcarey@gmail.com.

Heron Sailing National Calendar

April 25-26 2026 Coffs Harbour Sprints Coffs Harbour Yacht Club, NSW

QLD State Titles Lake Cootharaba SC, Qld

NSW State Titles

ACT Dinghy Championships YMCASC, Canberra, ACT
Battle for Waterloo Darling Point SC, Brisbane, Qld

Jan 4-9 2027 66th National Championship Lake Cootharaba SC, Qld




NSW News

Combined High Schools Regatta
/7-10 April 2026

SAVE THE DATE

For those that don’t know,
the Heron has a fantastic
yardstick/handicap making
it the perfect boat to take
to CHS!

Two years ago a heron took
out second place, missing
first by the slimmest of
margins. Last year the three
herons finished 5™, 8" and
14" out of 80 boats. The
young Heron sailors have a
brilliant time, making
friends across classes and
finding their independence
at a big regatta.

We need five Herons to
make a fleet and for the
Heron Class trophy to be
awarded. This is a fantastic
trophy that has been in its
bag for far too long.

Let's make a massive push
to get 5+ Herons to CHS
this year. Reach out to

chris.sacre@hotmail.com if

“4 you want to learn more

about CHS and how to go
about getting involved.


mailto:chris.sacre@hotmail.com

Tasmania News

THIS 1S THE LIFE!

Thankfully the wild winds from before
Christmas have settled down now and we
have seen some good progress in our
training fleet.

Sage (Sarie 5723) has been a standout,
sailing independently and proving herself
to be a competent and rapidly improving
skipper in the better conditions. We also
welcome her friend and new for’ard hand
Ava, who although new to sailing, has
already showed herself to be a calm and
quick learner.

Sister Nieve has also been sailing well, with
their father Dean upfront, usually on ‘This
Is The Life’. The conditions they have been
out in are yet to challenge them too much.

George and Scott ready to sail!

Nieve, Dean and Ava retrieving Sarie

‘This Is The Life’ has continued to be an
absolute boon to our emerging fleet, as
it has introduced a number of people to
the class recently.

Former Heron skipper John Cooper
(9106 Wot Not) was able to take his
Darwin-based grandchildren for their
first sail in late January, while George,
Keith and Scott have been enjoying
some extended sailing sessions, in
sometimes trying conditions.
Unfortunately, a broken tiller led to a
necessary rescue while under George’s
control.

The next day however, he, Scott and
Max (For’ard hand on 9753 ‘Dynamite
Jack’) fronted at Montrose Bay Yacht
Club to glue up a replacement tiller
under Anthony’s guidance. The same
team finished it up the following day,
and George took it home to apply the
coats of varnish.



Tasmania News

THIS IS THE LIFE)

It is fantastic to see these younger sailors taking
responsibility for the gear they use, and being
so eager to learn how to undertake any
necessary repairs. We now have a stunning
celery top pine tiller!

Brendan has been sailing regularly, often
including mid-week on the revamped ‘Happy
Hour’.

We look forward to seeing all our new crews
moving to the next stage of beginning racing in
the next few weeks, if the weather holds.

| would also like to particularly acknowledge and
thank the Montrose Bay Yacht Club committee,
who have agreed to provide a new public home
for the ‘Wiwirri’ trophy, in their bar/trophy
room. This trophy was donated by Andrew,
Debbie and Chris Payne and records the
Lindisfarne Sailing Club Heron champions from
1979 to 2016. It would have been an absolute
shame to have it sitting in an obscure shed
somewhere gathering dust, now that the LSC
Clubhouse has been relinquished. Their respect R 5
for our long class history is greatly appreciated. John Cooper and grandson

Montrose Bay training fleet 21 December 2025



NATIONAL HERON SAILING ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA INC.
ABN 79 884913220

Notice of Annual General Meeting

The AGM of the NHSAA Inc. will be held on Wednesday 13 May 2026 at 8.00pm.
The link to the online meeting will be sent out to Heron members via email.

AGENDA

Opening of meeting
Apologies
Acceptance of minutes of the 2024 AGM
Business arising from the minutes
President's report
Treasurer's report
Measurement Committee report
Registrar's report
Newsletter Editor's report
. Webmaster's report
. Election of Officers of the Association for 2025-26 unless nominations received prior to meeting.
President
Treasurer
Secretary
Registrar
Editor of the Newsletter
12. Confirmation of Public Officer
13. Appointment of Auditor
14. General business eligible for consideration at an AGM

<2 Dol e Bl e e e =
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4-9 vaNvaARY 2021

Registration
Opening Ceremony
Invitation Race

Championship race day

WEDNESDAY Championship race day

THURSDAY Reserve day

FRIDAY Championship race day

Championship race day

SAUARLAY Presentation

Contact: katedcarey@gmail.com
Accomodation options: click here



https://lcsc.org.au/accommodation/
https://lcsc.org.au/accommodation/
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66 HERON

NATIONALS
LAKE COOTHARAPBA, QLD

4-9 January 2027

™~

Contact: katedcarey@gmail.com

~ Accomodation options: click here



https://lcsc.org.au/accommodation/
https://lcsc.org.au/accommodation/

	from the president
	Welcome to all Heroners to the first Newsletter for 2026.
	Firstly, congratulations to Kylie and Mia V for another dominant performance in winning the Heron National Championships earlier this year. Kylie and Mia were pushed hard but were simply too consistent, prevailing with a fabulous display of regatta sailing. Well done Kylie and Mia – you are absolutely amazing!
	Congratulations also to the NSW organising committee and the team at Wangi Amateur Sailing Club – and what a fantastic place for a National Titles regatta. Like most regattas, it often falls to a small number of individuals to carry a significant share of the organisational workload, and I think we can all agree that Chris and Chelsea Denman put an enormous amount of effort and heart into making the event a truly amazing experience for everyone. Thank you, Chris and Chelsea!
	As always, we took the opportunity during the Nationals to hold our Annual Meeting of Members. The purpose of this meeting is to provide members with an opportunity to discuss the health and future of the class.
	This year, the conversation was dominated by ideas from the Measurement Committee regarding the size of windows in the jib and genoa, and the safety benefits of ensuring adequate visibility. It was resolved that the Measurement Committee would review this matter and come back to members with a recommendation for a by-law change. Once circulated, the proposal will be available for members to review and comment on ahead of any vote, in accordance with our constitution.
	The second major topic of the meeting centred on the success of the genoa within the class, and how this change has proven effective in allowing a heavier crew combination to compete on a more equal basis.
	We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the lands on which we walk and waters on which we sail. We recognise their continuing connection to the land, water, culture and community. We pay tribute to all of those who have nurtured the sea, rivers, lakes and streams over many thousand of years. May we sail gently and respectfully upon these waters. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.
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	from the president
	What was most important for the class was ensuring that sufficient time was taken to achieve equality of outcomes, so that we didn’t end up with different “divisions” within the fleet. We all agreed that the genoa has achieved this and has been an outstanding success. Well done to all those involved in its conception!
	Peter V then proposed that the class begin considering whether a third, or even fourth, jib size might be introduced to cater for additional crew weight options. Members were generally supportive of this idea, with the clear proviso that the principles of equality that proved so successful with the genoa must also apply to any further sail options. Perhaps we can continue this discussion with a short session at this year’s AGM and see where the idea leads. Other topics discussed included the availability of good second-hand boats and our ability to keep track of boats through some form of class boat register. This continues to be a real limiting factor for the class and is something we should keep working on and developing ideas around.
	Well, that’s enough from me. I hope you are all enjoying the post–New Year sailing season. For those who can make the trip, we would love to see you at the Coffs Harbour Sprint Regatta on 25–26 April, and then at the Queensland State Championships being held at Lake Cootharaba on the weekend of 2–3 May. And of course, the next Nationals will be held at Lake Cootharaba in January 2027, so this is a great opportunity to get some local practice! Sail well, and as always, see you on the water.
	Justin Carey 9671 Little Aussie

	The most extraordinary thing about all these versions of Herons was that the racing on the water was extremely close, suggesting little difference between choice of boat. This is surely testimony to how the class has regulated itself over a long period of time to give people choice and allowing appropriate development, while still maintaining the integrity of the racing.
	Despite a hand injury, which unfortunately excluded Peter Vaicurgis from the racing, the Measurement Team under his direction efficiently weighed boats, completed checklists and stamped (stickered) sails, over Sunday and Monday morning, with no major problems reported. The fleet was now ready for the shakedown races on Monday afternoon.
	There was some concern that the clearly ‘B’ Certificate Heron being sailed at lunchtimes and after races by Shane Greaves might have an unfair advantage if raced, but to his credit, he stuck with ‘Forever Young’ and left the Rainbow ashore to be admired instead!
	Racing started on Monday with the Invitation Race followed by the ever-popular annual Crews Race, which gives those up front the chance to showcase their skills. There were some ‘unkind’ comments after the race about the standard of for’ard hand work evident, but there were also a number of new skippers unleashed who showed they have plenty of talent and have learnt a lot about racing whilst sitting ‘up front’.
	The weather throughout the regatta was perfect, with a bit of everything. The strongest breeze for the series came up in Heat 7 (around 18-20 knots). Crew work was more critical than ever, with a couple of crews taking a spill at the gybe mark. The sighting of a large dorsal fin twice during the race made the crew of ‘Dynamite Jack’ commit to the fastest water exit ever seen in the event of any capsize!
	Overall, the racing was characterized by close, spirited, but fair racing. Whilst the hotly contested starts lead to a number of general recalls and a couple of black flags, there was generally a minimum of on water incidents, with many boats exonerating themselves on the water, with very few needing resolution ashore.
	Sincere thanks should be extended to the Wangi Club teams, whose friendly and skilled volunteers ran a truly professional series, where friendly racing and good company could flourish. To the PRO Tony Outteridge and his team of race officials and rescue boat crews, a very warm thank you for the many hours you dedicated to host such a terrific series for us. To those who ran the Canteen and managed onshore operations, a similar heartfelt thanks is due.
	To the NSW Heron Association Executive, congratulations and thanks also for the huge amount of work that went into making this series the great success that it was. Special thanks must go to the indefatigable Chris Denman and his daughter Chelsea, in the middle of moving to Coffs Harbour, changing job and school, while also being able to take the lead in the day to day running of the series (as well as competing), you deserve our heartfelt thanks (and a good rest!).
	The series concluded with a fitting Presentation dinner at the Wangi RSL, where we were honoured with the presence of Life Members Joy Gough, Don Jamieson and John Veale – Indeed Joy gave a spirited address celebrating the success of female crews, calling for a group photo! Indeed, this is now the third time we have had the Nationals won by a female skipper and the second time it has been done by an all-female crew.
	Finally, congratulations to National Champions Kylie and Mia Vaicurgis, truly fitting winners, and to all the crews who participated. See you at Lake Cootharaba next year!

	Anthony Morgan 9753 DYNAMITE JACK
	10366 Forever Young sailed by Shane Greaves and Nasha Pickles
	Stacks on the mill action in Heat 8 at the wing mark; photo supplied by Burfies Images, photos by Sam
	Heron Idol Superstars - Keith, Georgette, Penny and Teegan
	Off the water, Heroners enjoyed  a fabulous social program including a welcome BBQ,  daily prize presentations and hilarious callouts for on water mishaps. The pizza night and annual shenanigans of Heron Idol was another social highlight. This year was a mix of crazy acts and real talent.
	The Presentation dinner was held at the Wangi RSL. Heron legend and 10 time National Champion, Don Jamieson, awarded the Invitation race trophy and spoke of his enjoyment and love of sailing and his hopes for the future of the Heron class.
	John Veale, Heron Life Member and past National Treasurer, awarded the Junior trophy. Joy Gough, Life member and former National Secretary and Heron Newsletter Editor awarded the Ladies Trophy and Helen Carey presented the National Championship trophy and placegetters.
	Results
	for sale
	Heron 10294 Boolong
	Fully rigged, on a trolley  and ready to win races!
	$10,000
	Your chance to own the fabulous association boat with ‘sail a heron’ decal.
	Contact Justin Carey (0455 068 101)
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	AGENDA
	66th Heron nationals
	Lake cootharaba, Qld
	4-9 January 2027
	MONDAY
	Registration Opening Ceremony  Invitation Race

	TUESDAY
	Championship race day
	Championship race day

	THURSDAY
	Reserve day

	FRIDAY
	Championship race day

	SATURDAY
	Championship race day Presentation

	Contact: katedcarey@gmail.com Accomodation options: click here
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